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Montana Employee’s Withholding MW-4
V5 12/2024

Complete Form MW-4 so that your employer can withhold the correct Montana income tax from your pay. 
See  on the back of this form before completing this form.
1.

c. Head of household
Married Filing Jointly with Both Spouses Working.

Extra withholding.
Enter any additional tax you want withheld from your wages each pay period.

4.

5.

Enter the amount you want to withhold from retirement distributions

4.
Exemptions for Tax Year Y Y Y
You may be entitled to claim an exemption from Montana income tax withholding if your income is exempt from

who is a resident of the same state and a member of the U.S. armed forces assigned to a military
location in Montana.

Employer Information
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amount on line 4 is the additional amount to withhold from your wages.
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What’s New

amounts an employee would like withheld from 

from a payment or paycheck.

Purpose
Complete Form MW-4 so that your employer can 
withhold the correct Montana income tax from 
your pay. You should complete the form when you:

 
 Claim to be exempt from Montana income 
tax withholding.

Consider completing a new Form MW-4 if your 

You may also use the Form MW-4 to designate 

Select the 

your income tax return. This will determine 
the standard deduction and tax rates used to 

Line 2 – Married Filing Jointly with Both 
Spouses Working. 

this box on this form and all Forms MW-4 for the 

deduction and tax brackets will be cut in half for 

tax than necessary will be withheld.

Line 3 – Extra withholding. 

may enter an additional amount on this line.
Use this line to 

income tax withheld from your unemployment 

you want the payer to withhold on this line.

your employer to only withhold the amount you 
report on this line. Your employer will not use the 
standard calculations for withholding. To calculate 

expected tax by the number of pay periods in 
a year. Enter the amount to be withheld rather 

your withholding will be calculated based on the 

CAUTION. 
an amount of wage withholding you would like 

may reduce the amount of tax withheld from your 
wages. This could result in a balance owing on 
your income tax return.
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Line 5 – Exemptions. You must meet one of the 

from Montana wage withholding:
a. You are an enrolled member of an American 

the wages you earned in Montana.
b. 

duty in the U.S. military under USC Title 10 

because your exemption only applies to your 

c. Your wages are exempt from withholding 

and Montana.
d. You are the spouse of a military member 

Montana solely to be with your spouse.

new Form MW-4 to your employer each year or 

to indicate the year.
Montana does not recognize the federal exempt 

purposes does not exempt you from Montana 
income tax withholding.

An exemption from withholding is not an 

tax return or pay tax to Montana on that income. 
The exclusion does not apply to nonresident 
employees who:

 
 work only in Montana
 are professional athletes
 are entertainers
 

 are construction workers
 
employees that had an annual salary of more 

 

working in the state is taxable to Montana and 

a nonresident employee worked in Montana 
for 15 days. The nonresident also has a rental 
property located in Montana. This nonresident’s 
wages and rental income are taxable to Montana.
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wages are earned in Montana. Employers are 
liable for Montana withholding taxes and are 

withheld the correct amount of taxes from the 

when they begin working for you. Employees 
claiming to be exempt from Montana wage 
withholding must complete this form when they 

from your employees with your records.
Exemptions from Montana Withholding

the department if the employee is claiming one of 
the withholding exemptions listed on line 5. The 
form is due to the department by the last day of 

File online using the department’s TransAction 
. Simply click 

to the department.

must withhold taxes on any wages paid that do 

Example: 
not apply to wages earned from an enrolled 

the calculation of the withholding.

Thirty-Day Nonresident Wage Withholding 

withhold on the wages of nonresident employees 
if the employee worked in Montana for less than 

These employees do not need to complete a 
Form MW-4.
The exclusion does not apply to nonresident 
employees who:

 
 work only in Montana
 are professional athletes
 are entertainers
 

 are construction workers
 
employees that had an annual salary of more 

 

for this exemption.

and the employer must begin withholding when 
the employee starts working in the state.

withhold Montana tax as if the employee is single.
Questions? 
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Single or Married Filing Separately

$0 

$0 $0 $0 
$0 
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Head of Household

$0 $0 $540 

$540 
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